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“What Wemt em Areuwnd, Here at Kertemn Farvm'”

The following is a series of happenings from an article written by Virginia L. Hunt and published during
1958

Imdiams amd the eaky, white settlers placed their dead, imn sun ghaned, beds. We wendern
whether ue alse hame the glaciers te thamk fer the bhosm sf marwy, sprimgs. here. Thein

fon traneling wp the caniest slopes, teamed wp amd detwn, Leamimg the “thaces” that Latenr
became e neads. We Aad Aides Lo carniage nebes, UL Latelyy,. Them there uere hed deen, efR.,
The st pesple of whem we Aame hemaims were the nameless Indiamns whe made pettery,
s foumd by the gheat uncles. of the presemnt suner abeut 100 yeans age, whemn a ghaned,
bamk im which they were diggimg slid dewwn te disclese a tall marrien (sReleton?)

stremg neligiows. scrupples agaimst desechatimg a ghane se Aastilyy, corered wp the waist,
becanse the uncles memer gane a bimt at where te Losk.

Anethen dndiam buiad L emem mere mystenious. Gt may, hae beem the neskt of a gheat
el just east of the bharm te make a nemn coment foundation, ue cut inte a mass ghare.
9t was the seuth emd, we got invunelared, uith amd there were quantities of hvman fost bomes
all tegethern - of dndiams - a wisiting amthrepelegist teld, ws. (Seems part of the
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The werfmen en the barn jobh weuldn't come back fer a week after wed vebunied them amd,
what Us at the meth emd of that ghane s sHULL unkmer.

Whem the white men reached this part of the cowntivg, it uas meabry, comered, with, mighiny,
erests., interlaced with the paths of game amd dndiams. These Indians wmere wakike,
samage amd Led by abile chieftaimns. Ton which reasemn, ewn eardry, settlers had as Aard an
exvistemnce as am, in the Neuw Werld.

vallery. deme sany e uras safe becose the Indiams beliered, he was “pessessed” and a Aoy,
rlamting apple seeds amd seedlings — Ae wmemt Ais wan, te the Premtiens. Thiee of the apple
thees he plamted in what was Later the seuthmest corner of sun erchard were sHLL aline 50
plamtimgs..

For sther white mem, the sty was ueny difleremt. Theny, Aad te face massacies, wmbushes.,
fidnappings., vaids and battle. These whe fnew @ndiamn ways and combined Aardibesd,
Such a mam was Bumen Kenter. He hamks with the fremtier herses Beere amd Clark.
Comimg Prem Vingimia inte Kemtuckry and, themce up te Qhie, Ae wmas semeral times captuied.
I ot e was. “prebably, Un mere expeditions agaimnst the dndians, encewntered gheater

Hourn Ae came to chasse it an the site of Als Pt settlement here n Qhie amd te buwikd, Ais.
haus. it that years befere im 1778 en '79, as a captive of the Indians be uras made te un the
gamntlet wp the thaid (T Reute 68) where be passed such a bheautifuld sprimg gushing eut
of a Ailhside that Pe nemed, i Ao came thrsugh the sndeaks aline, Ae weuld retunm amd make
Ay home. Ansthen wersion sams that as e uas being led wp the wnallery, the war partry of
which Pe was o captive, stepped te dvimk at s spning. The water was se hefreshing that
Kemtom wemed te retwun amd, settle there. The spiimg Later became the Locus. of a “uell
mars this spet.

Arwpuany, he did etuun im Aprik of 1799 Leadimg a Lange party, of Pruiemds. amd, nelatimes amd,
twelie Neghe slames. He had, cleared, o wary called Kemtemn's Thace at am earkien date amd, the



wdth packs amd saddle bags. There's eme of a pair of such saddlebags. Aere still. The Girst

Threugheut that swmmen, then, built Leunteen Log cabing; Kemton's ahout where the
Histornical Becietrys marker is erected. The Legemd heads “Site of Bumen Kemten's first Leg
cabim heme in Qhis.” The pesition Aad beem peimted sut Un Later years by Ais daughter,
Bally Kemten McCord. The built a secomd, heuse toe, uhere their chikdrem, tegether with the
Little Qrdians rem the mearby, camp, Learmned te head amd wnite. Kentom Aimaelf conld met
nead, amd, must Aame felt keerdyy, Ais handicap. @t may, hae beem a reasen fer defectime
tithes to Ais Lamda. Gt was certaimnby, the heasen fer building a schesl at o time uwhemn there
Once while Kemtem was auary, a duvnken naked dndian staggened inte the cabin amd,
demanded whiskery. Whem Mis. Kemtem hefused, he smatched, the babny, Matilda frem Aer
chadle amd, made fen the Imdiam camyp. Fertunately, it was o Puiemdly camp amd, as Mis..
uith semreral nariatiens., comcerums Kemten's sheetimng am dndiam at e spring. deme san,
the sarmage was o damgersus menace te the settlement, whick seems Uikelry, seme blame
Kemtemn for the shesting. I any case, this was suppesed te Aane been the Last dmdiamn
wrtid 1810. dimen Amaelf was auay, fer Lemg sthetches. Fram eme such thig Ae brought
back pear smigps., which he plamted, anewnd, the cabimn. We Aame semerals pieces of these thees.,
beantipullyy, pelished amd carefully presermed. Pear thees hane beem plamted, in that spet
prom that day, te this. But be did meue abeut a let. Once he meved wp em the Pressen’s AL
mext desn, becanse a gosd mamy anveus had been comimg suen Prom these wesds. He had o
mill emren at Lagemda tes, and seme Aisterians beliene he mened there im 1806. Hewemer,

Perfasps whem we get areund te diggimg deuvn te the Lenel of the earlyy, settlen's cemetern,,

Fimamecial misfertune heunded Kemten se that e Lest these bamds when he ment wp te
Wibana te debtors. prisen and the sunership passed te Samuel McCord. Kemtomn's daughten,
Bally, marded imte this familry. Frem McCord, title passed te Joseph Cartmel, in 1823, wmhe
seld it te the amcestorns of the present swmen o $1,400.00 im 1828. Then, uere Q5L amd,
Maruwed, Huwnt, Pruem New Jensery. A brethen, William, manvied Mavy McCord at a Later date se



Yo, wild see, em the Memeniak herk ternace, Litthe Edanim McCords ghanestene dated 1822 amd
amether small eme fer Bamuel McCord, Hwnt, 1837. Whem getting ghamel sut for read
memdimg, abeut 30 years age, these stemes were fownd, dying Yot side bay side a fost beloun
cultinvated ghownd nentheast of the mass dmdiamn buriak. There were indications that the
spat but Rept sut the stemes of the ture Little boys. We, whe were net here at the time, Aae

I the Late 17005, there was alreadny, gheat excitement thisughout the East abhout eur Qhie
Lamds. @n Neww Englamd, Neun Jersery, amd Virgimio enterprising pesple were getting
amd, pest nider.

The Hount family, of Hwnt's Mills (neun Climten), near Primceten, Neur Jersery, had, beemn
thimkimg abewt them fon 40 years amd writing abeut them te Johrm Clene dymmes.. We
Parre serenak of these Letters. carefukby, presered,. Fimaklly, eme of them, Framklim Hunt, o
decten, made the meme about 1823. He hought Land wp in the walley amd built a brick Pewse.
Them the hest of the family, started, in 1828. There were the elderdy, parents, Ralph and
Iudia, e Humt, amd, their sthen ghomn childremn. Marwel, Qshi, Wikkiam., Benjamin,
Ralph, My amd Eleamen. They came imn comered, uragems — Sydia canvwging achess her £rees
Pen delicate efd Emglish mireh that was. se precieus a part of Aer deuny,. S Aamgs meauw n
the greem bedrsem. Mest of thein sthen furmitune, hememer, was. Ceft in Neun Jersey untid
thery sheuld, hane a howse te put it n.

amd, carefully, &ept their ecords, nemspapens, magasimes, and, bosks. These are a Nich
sewrce of imfarmation. dn Wibhana, they stepped te shop arewnd fon bamd, and gimally chese
Kemtom Favm fen the same heasom that Kerten had picked, it - abundamnt sprimgs. - perfect
thery theought Lo haisimg fime saddle Aerses. Tor this purpese, then, brought Pruem Neun
Jersery a fames. stalliem, descemnded frem d dlamerfin.

WhALe tithe te the Lamd uas bheing takem by, Marwel amd Qshi, William stamed in Whama,
manied Marvy McCord amd became pestmaster there. The first thing they, buikt, just as. it
Looks tadany, was thein sprimgheuse im 1828. On the AL abone it they, put wp a deuble bog
cabim. St picte s Aamging in the wpstairs hall, paimted 30 years age, as b was.

described bry eme of the children whe Aad lived there. From the cabin thery could emerlosk

This. tesk Lo years.. The comthact called, for about 153,000 bricks te be made, fired amd, Laid,
for $6.00 pen theusand. Clan, came sut of the excaration fen the cellar. Carpentiyg uwaks o
separate preiect amd comthact, cestimg $470.00 amd plastening stih amether costing $162.00.
The house was pattermed em these they mem amd bomed in Newn Jersery. Enerw, time ure



nestore seme pait that Aas beem destroyed sn chamged, we Aame te go te the New Jersen,
necoruds.. The Zihrary of Comghess. has them.,

Whem the hewse was fimished, thery semt hack te New Jersen, for their fuwvnitwe. Qb came wia
camak, amd wagen in the bexes amd, chates which are sl in the attic. The cost of shipping
amd, shake haik femces. put up. Enevghody, Lemt a hamd; Kemten Aad werked the Lamd with
the help of Ais slanes. The Hunts were stheng abelitienists and had reed their Last sbare
(named, Caesan) im 1828. de., then, Aired semerald Pree Neghe famikies uhe baikt cabims. tormand

Beam the nich land of e nallery uas. preducimg such big cheps that emeryene fne the
preduce wekd Aane te be shipped te mere distant markets. But Aourte de it!! deme
the Eant which could, Aol a whele wagemn thaim.

Williasm Huwnt, (neu o Majer) in Wbamna, theught a combination sf watermars amd Lails.
nras the selution amd, begam te werk fon it with Johmn James., Joseph Nance, amd,

Tom Corumim. He brought Ais groming family, sut te Kemten Favm while he Aumself thaveled
back amd erth te Besten and Washimngten te haise menery and arrange a fraunchise fer a
naibrsad. The charter was sigmed in 1832, which makes eun Little Made Riner amd Lake Enie
R.R. the father of alh westerm haikbreads. (Theugh an eabien charter bhad, beem ghamted, te
amether company, which was nemer demeleped.) But the building tesk a bomg time. Gt
seemed, a wikd dream te mest pesple. dm a wany it was a uwidd, dream uwbhich will ey e
be completely, healined with the epening ef the dt. Laumaremnce deamary. But uwhemn part ef
the waklery wan the inst te neach Clanks Cowntyy fram the Norths,

The big dary aninmed, in Beptemben 1848 uwhemn the read uas timished and the “ven bands”
(i) met here, “mear Majer Hunt's cowntivg, heme.” The pesple of the naller put em a ghamd,
celebration and barkecine, with speeches by the Gomermen of Qhie amnd Qlimeis and o
gatherimg of netables trem wp amd dewwn the lime. WklLam Hunt was tustee for 13 years.
amd, President frem 1843 te 1847. He Aad, Ais sun statien beloun the house im the nalley and
Kemten's dprning was piped dewmn te waten the vem hense. Laten whemn the statien uas ne
Lomger used, it was Aitched te ateam of exen amd Aawled, wp the AL te its present pesition
behimd the Aouse te be ewn urssd Aowse amd garage.

enewene diming in the wallery. Theny, had a ghamd time “taking the cars.” Hunt dianies are
Pl of accounts. of their thips..



For a ferun years, akl went wekl. But ether haikreads had come im. There uas a depression
amd, the Little MR. & £.€. hoad, forvnded with such Pigh hopes., became part of the Neun York
Centrak, Buystem. Meamuhile war cleuds had, beemn gatherimg. G cueps could ne bongen be
shipped to the south and seutbusest. This Ait all the raibreads as hard as it At ws, theugh
Later sun Little head get seme busimess Aauwling seuthermn prisenens of war te damduskry.

Them mere amd mere of s mem went off te war. The tune Prem this farvm uere Ralph Hunt
whe jeimed the Made Rimer Tiges of Mesrefield (ater im Fist Kertuwehry drfamtivg) amed,
Wikliam ., whe enlisted in the 174 QAle Battery im dpningfield. Theirn suernds hamg in the
Aok, their umifervma. n the attic. With Aalf the abile-bodied memn auany, we uender Aous the
the Beuth, te the peint of wislemnce amd destrumction.

On the place deutherm sympathizgers burvned the cabins of the free Neghas. Yeu cam fimd the
oundations in the wesds., fen they were memer hebuilt. Great Gramdmether Mawy, McCord,
though o passienate abelitienist had a brether-im-Low. whe farered the deuth, amd ence

Pouse was headquarters amd Great Gramdmether, My, McCord Hunt, president of the
Bamitawy, Corps, fereuvnmer of the American Red, Cuess. Whem yo study, the Charter amd,
fumctions. of the Red Chess tedary, it Us sayprising hem many of the serices had beem thied
st by the Bamitary Cornpa in the Cunild War. Then, wewkd, assemble Aere. Cam't yeow picture
all the buggies amd Asrses tied im the yard, amd the wemen at werk im the howse helling

te be semt? Amd, whemn the men came hack, the, were sften brekem in heakth amd mary, died

Whereas im earky, dans this. place premided a biming fen about 20 pesple im the big heuse
nastance, eme- Pt of o farvmen's. acheage was. hequired te feed the Aersepsmer, am estimate
made by, o uise old neighbher amd wmenderful farvmen, Gesrge Prassen. Corm was. plamted
with a b, wheat brsadeast by hamd, Aarested with a scuthe er sickle, threshed with
Pails., on bay mem em Aernsehack pding hewnd and vewnd em the barnn lesh suen the sheanes.
@ wan them tessed im a sheet to clear it of chafl. Ginds brought cosl urater Prom Kenter's



werk Lo the middany, meak. And, what meaks! The wememn had mast ameuwnts. of feed, te
aptervwand, haked sut. Tt 20 te 40 Leames of bread went in uwhemn they were deme, a busheld
of patatees, amd, bast of akl, before the smem was. cosled, a bushel of apples. This is just a
sample of what that ememn coudd, de.

Beas had te be made Prem ghease and lye, Leached Prom a barred of ursed ashes. G was gesd,
tee. We Lownd a ussdemn box of it in the eanes cleset amd, used it uwith enthusiosm. The
smeke house, simee tumbled devwn, was quite o barge affair, amd, must Aae precessed,
quantities ef ham, bacem, and, sausage. One of s gheat em ettles. stamds. beside the
metted, teasers for the four pested, beds, quilted, amd, patchwmerk comerkets., amd samplens. But
mest, Umpertamt of, all thery tamght their childrem the wirtues thery nalued mest, -
cAikdren - kimdmess. te akk.

e AU of all the past hesf-haisimghs., quilting bees., and threshing's with the yard uld, of

NOTE: While much has changed surrounding the old Kenton-Hunt Homestead since Virginia Hunt
penned these pages, very few changes have been made to the original structure or detail of the house.
We shared a vision and felt love at first sight for this historical property and its beautiful land when we
purchased it in 2005.

Although no additions were made to the outside or structure of the house, the entire infrastructure was
rebuilt including new plumbing (five bathrooms), new electric, new windows, plaster and paint, and all the
original ash wood floors refinished. We, along with various craftsmen, worked 7 days a week for 5 months
to restore this grand home.

In September of 2005 we opened the famous property as the Simon Kenton Inn. We believe that Simon
and Virginia would be pleased. We sincerely hope that we’'ve preserved a piece of American History to be
enjoyed and admired for many generations to come.

Theresa Siejack and Fred Channell,
Proprietors
www.simonkentoninn.com






